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reasonable mind might accept as adequate to support a conclusion.”

Blackburn, 982 F.2d at 128 (internal quotes and citation cmitted) .

A
The employee provisions of each of the Acts under which Mré.
Williams brought claims prohibit an employer from discharging or
otherwise discriminating against an employee because the employee
engages in activities that are subject to protection under the Act.
The Supreme Court set forth the shifting burdens for proving a case

of discrimination in McDonnell Douglas Corp. V. Green, 411 U.S.

792, 802 (1973), and reaffirmed these principles in Texas Dep’t of

Cmty. Affairs v. Burdine, 450 U.S. 248, 253 (1981).

The plaintiff has the initial burden of establishing a prima
facie case by a preponderance of the evidence. Burdine, 450 U.S. at
253-54. To establish a prima facie case of retaliatory discharge,
the employee must prove that (1) the employee engaged in a
protected activity; (2) the employer took an adverse action against

the employee; and (3) a causal connection existed between the

protected activity and the adverse action. Causey v. Balog, 162

F.3d 795, 803 {4th Cir. 1998) .

If the employee establishes a prima facie case, the burden
shifts to the employer to provide sufficient evidence that the
adverse action was taken for a legitimate, nondiscriminatory

reason. Burdine, 450 U.S. at 253. “The defendant need not persuade
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